International Committee representatives, to participate in discussions to help guide the Executive Board in its deliberations. To this end a meeting of representatives of the International Committee and the Executive Board was held in Dundee, Scotland in July, 1985 and an International Committee Meeting lasting a full day will be held in association with the coming Congress. These closer links with the members, the National Member Societies, the International Committee and the Executive Board must be maintained and indeed improved in the future.
In order to help communications between the National Member Societies and the Secretariat in Copenhagen, Gertrude Mensch and the Honorary Secretary, Norman Jacobs, have produced a new and expanded version of the booklet which gives information and guidelines for Secretaries and other officers of the National Member Societies. It is the intention that these guidelines be updated periodically so that administrative procedures are well documented and easily followed.
The World Congresses continue to be a major focal point of the Society when large numbers of our members from many different parts of the world get together and exchange ideas and views on many different topics. My period of Presidency started at the Fourth World Congress in London, an event which proved to be a great success in all respects. It is expected that this coming Congress in Copenhagen will prove to be at least as successful with a wide ranging, well planned and innovative Scientific Programme, a comprehensive Commercial and Scientific Exhibition and a very full Social Programme.
It must be reported that the problems relating to the 1980 Bologna Congress have still to be resolved. A series of Court hearings has been held in Bologna with no conclusions in view. This matter has certainly been prolonged by the fact that the Judge who was dealing with the case has been transferred to another district and we are awaiting the appointment of a new Judge so that the hearings may continue. The next World Congress will be held in November 1989 in K0be, Japan. Plans for the Congress are progressing well under the Chairmanship of Professor Tsuchiya. The society awaits a response to its invitation to the National Member Societies to submit proposals for the 1992 World Congress.
The financial situation of the Society continues to be healthy as has been displayed in the accounts published in 'Prosthetics and Orthotics International'. During the triennium the membership fee has been changed from $40 (US) to DKK400 because of the large fluctuations in the rate of exchange of the US dollar compared with other currencies. The change was necessary to provide a more stabilized accounting situation asthe majority of the Society's expenditure is in Danish Crowns.
The membership fee has now remained the same for the past two years and is likely to remain at the same level next year. The Executive Board will continue to attempt to hold down the membership fee and with the growing membership and increasing number of subscribers to the Journal it looks likely that this will be possible.
The Society's healthy financial situation is not altogether due to membership fees and successful events such as the London and Copenhagen Congresses. We should recognise the fact that many agencies give a great deal of support, financial and otherwise, to the Society. SAHVA, the Danish Society and Home for the Disabled, provide the Society with free office accommodation in Copenhagen and have given us an annual grant of DKK75,000. The War Amputations of Canada provide the Society with an annual grant of $5,000 (Canadian). Additionally, many other institutions provide facilities and non-financial assistance to the Society. We are deeply indebted to all these agencies for that generous help.
The Society has continued to collaborate closely with the International Standards Organization (ISO) in the development of standards. In particular we have participated in the activities of IS0 Technical Committee 168 on Prosthetics and Orthotics and IS0 Technical Committee 173 on Technical Aids and Systems for Disabled or Handicapped Persons. The Society has for the most part been represented by members who have attended these meetings on behalf of their Governments or other agencies, and thus at no cost to the Society.
The Society has endeavoured to promote the philosophy of evaluating new prosthetic and orthotic devices and techniques. Information with regard to evaluation work already carried out is not readily available. A. Bennett Wilson Jr. is attempting to collate, on behalf of the Society, a listing of Centres who are currently conducting evaluation programmes in prosthetics and orthotics together with some details of the work they are doing. Hopefully, such a listing will lead to a greater exchange of information in this field.
The Society is interested in promoting new clinically successful techniques which can improve the physical rehabilitation of the patient. As a result of the interest shown in the above-knee flexible socket the Society organized two courses, one in New York University and the other in the Munksjoskolan, Jonkopping, Sweden for teachers and instructors in prosthetics and orthotics in order that information regarding this technique be disseminated as widely and as quickly as possible.
The Society is also monitoring developments in the field of Computer Aided Design and Computer Aided Manufacture in prosthetics and orthotics. There is no doubt that such developments will have a profound effect on the way that prosthetic and orthotic devices are supplied in the future.
The Society has organized a series of meetings on education during the triennium. The first was held in May, 1984 in Moshi, Tanzania and explored the needs of the developing countries. The second was held in Toronto, Canada in August, 1984 and reviewed the Holte and Strathclyde reports comparing them with present day educational philosophy and practice. Twenty-six out of the 32 identified schools of prosthetics and orthotics were represented at the meeting. The third meeting was held in Jonkopping, Sweden in August, 1985 and examined and recommended standards for education and training in the developing countries. Some 45 participants attended and most of the International Agencies involved with prosthetics and orthotics in the developing countries were represented. The report of the Moshi Meeting has been published and the reports of the Toronto and Jonkopping Meetings are near publication. It should be said that it would not have been possible to run these meetings without the generous support of such agencies as GTZ (Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Technische Zusammenarbeit), the War Amputations of Canada, the Canadian International Development Agency and the Jonkopping County Council amongst others.
The results of these meetings will have a profound effect on establishing standards in education and training in developing countries which will, in turn, greatly improve their services. The Society has since the time of the 1984 meeting, inspected the education programme in Moshi and recognised the Centre there for training and educating orthopaedic technologists, that is mid-level professionals. The Society has also inspected the School in Lome, Togo for the same purpose and the Executive Board is at present considering approval.
The Society has just published a manual for orthopaedic workshops in developing countries, a task coordinated by Sepp Heim. This manual offers suggestions for their planning and installation and covers design, layout and equipment required.
As a result of the interest shown by the Society in the problems of the developing world there has been a wave of interest from individuals of these countries to join the Society and indeed we have attracted many new members from them. However, one matter that still remains a concern is that the level of membership fee is prohibitive to many individuals from these countries. This Society is examining ways to overcome this problem.
'Prosthetics and Orthotics International' is now in its tenth year. It is still being produced in the National Centre for Prosthetics and Orthotics in Glasgow and continues to improve in content and quality. Indeed it has now become so popular that for the past three years it has made a profit for the Society rather than being a drain on its resources. The April, 1985 edition of the Journal was a special issue entirely devoted to Computer Aided Design and Computer Aided Manufacture in prosthetics and orthotics. This issue was under the guest editorship of Professor Ron Davies who is to be commended for the production of such a stimulating volume. It is hoped that further special issues of the Journal appear from time to time highlighting particular problems or developments in our field of interest. The Editorial Board is currently examining the possibility of producing a volume of "Selected Articles" from the Journal.
A new Directory of Members has been produced at the National Centre for Prosthetics and Orthotics in Glasgow and will be distributed to members directly after this Congress. The Society is indebted to Gertrude Mensch and Dick Lehneis for producing a new Fact Sheet on the Society which can be used as a flyer at Conferences and in other situations to provide information to prospective members. An updated constitution was printed in 1984 and distributed to all members.
The Society has continued to further its relationships with International and National bodies. Cooperation with INTERBOR is much closer as a result of discussion and reciprocal representation on both Boards. The Presidentelect, John Hughes, represented the Society at the last meeting of the INTERBOR Board of Directors held in Turin, Italy in March of this year. Good contact has been established with World Orthopaedic Concern again with reciprocal representation on both Boards. Seishi Sawamura represented the Society at the last meeting of World Orthopaedic Concern in Bangkok in November, 1985. The Society retains its membership of Rehabilitation International and was represented at its World Assembly in Lisbon in June, 1984 by the Honorary Secretary, Norman Jacobs. Margaret Ellis has represented the Society at the last two meetings of ICTA, the International Commission on Technical Aids, the first being held in Lisbon in June, 1984 and the second in Finland in August, 1985. Together with the Honorary Secretary, I attended the last General Assembly of the World Veterans Federation held in Rotterdam in November, 1985 . The Society has entered a state of working relations with WHO with a view to establishing official relations with them. The President-elect represented the Society at WHO working group on Systems for Provision of Aids of Disabled Persons held at Skien, Norway in February, 1985 and at a meeting on Information for the Disabled convened by the European Economic Commission in Brussels in January 1985. In addition, the Society remains in contact with the United Nations, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the International Labour Organization and the Internationaler Verband der Orthopaedie Schutechnik (the International Organization of Orthopaedic Shoemakers), amongst others and is attempting to establish stronger links with them.
The Executive Board has proposed a number of amendments to the Society's Constitution.
The first set of proposed amendments is to take account of the way in which the committee structure of the Society has developed over the past decade and also to introduce the concept of Task Officers and ad hoc Committees. It is the feeling of the Executive Board that these will result in a more efficient task oriented organization, if adopted. The second proposed amendment is an attempt to clarify the position of resigning Presidents. The third proposed amendment is simply to ensure that the classes of membership outlined in two separate articles of the Constitution conform with each other. These proposals will be discussed at the International Committee meeting prior to the Congress.
Although I have reported many of the activities of the Society over the past three years, many more are in an advanced state of planning. These include a meeting on Traumatic Amputations to be held in Israel in September, 1987, a joint meeting of the Netherlands, Belgian and German Societies to be held in the Netherlands in October, 1987 and a meeting on Rehabilitation of the Physically Handicapped Child to be held in Heidelberg in October, 1988. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Executive Board Members and others for all their help and encouragement during the period of my Presidency. The Society has had a very active triennium during which our numbers have grown; there is better communication between the National Member Societies and the Executive Board; relationships with the International Agencies have improved; and a start bas been made in discussing the problems of the developing world.
During the period of my Presidency the nine elected Executive Board Members represented seven different countries and came from three continents. The Executive Board that will take office at the conclusion of the World Assembly will comprise ten members from eight different countries representing four continents. It is with pleasure that I report this widening of the geographical and cultural representation of the governing body. This and previous Executive Boards have continued to attempt to involve more and more dedicated workers to tackle the onerous tasks identified in our Constitution.
We can look forward to the next triennium with great expectations.
